
Brand new, no. 12104 has just been delivered. (Jean-Claude Soumille coll.)

The Nieuport-Delage Ni-D 29 equipped a large proportion of the fighter units in the French Aéronautique Militaire 
during the 1920s. Also built under licence in Japan by Nakajima as the Ko 4, it served in China until 1932. It was built 
under licence in Belgium by SABCA, in Italy by Macchi and Caproni as well as in Siam (Thailand) by the Military Aircraft 
Workshops. France also exported it to Argentina, Spain and Sweden and, in turn, Japan sold the Ko 4 to the Chinese.

Conception and Development
In May 1917 the Service Technique de l’Aviation issued 

a specification in the context of the New Aircraft Programme. 
In response to this, the Nieuport firm began studies for a fighter 
which would become the Ni-D 29. The specification requested 
the following: Armament of two machine guns synchronised 
to fire through the propellor arc (or, for the cannon equipped 
version: one machine gun and one cannon)

Two hours flight endurance. A speed of 240 km/h. at 3,000 
m altitude. A ceiling of 7,500 m (or 7,000 m for the cannon 
version). Structural strength allowing the aircraft to break off 
combat by diving.

The aircraft being considered by the Nieuport engineers 
Gustave Delage and Albert Mary made a clean break with the 
Ni-28, the most advanced fighter built by the firm up to that 
point. Several prototypes were developed (probably three). They 
had in common a new type of fuselage shell offering greater 
strength than the fabric-covered structures of the period and 
a very powerful 300 hp engine, the Hispano 8FD, which was 
ready for use at the beginning of 1918.

In July 1918, the pilots of the Service Technique had begun 
flight testing the first prototype. At the same time, they evalu-
ated competing aircraft equipped with the same Hispano 8FD 
engine. These included the British Martinsyde and Sopwith 
Dolphin as well as the French types Hanriot HD-7, Spad XIII, 

20, 21 and 22. While the Nieuport had the best speed in level 
flight, it lagged behind in climb time due to its heavy weight.

The Nieuport design office made a number of modifica-
tions to reduce the weight of the fuselage by some fifty kilo-
grammes. An order for a dozen pre-series aircraft was passed 
on 18 August 1918.

Meanwhile, in May 1918, the director of the STAé issued 
a requirement for two types of single seat fighters, for high and 
low altitude operations. The first had to have a practical ceil-
ing of 9,000 m and be capable of carrying out interceptions at 
7,000 meters while, for the second, a ceiling of 6,500 m was 
required, with interception capability up to 4,000 m. In reply 
to these new requirements, the wing of the second prototype 
(series no. 12002) was enlarged, requiring two additional rows 
of inter-plane struts. A Rateau turbocharger was adopted to 
improve high altitude performance.

The prototype underwent some further tests at the STAé in 
September 1918 and during these it out-performed its competi-
tors both in terms of level speed at ground level and in the climb.

As a result of these tests, some further work was carried 
out and the results incorporated into the third prototype (no. 
12003). A cross brace was introduced behind the engine bear-
ers, the strut ball joints were strengthened, the rudder was 
slightly enlarged and given a pointed form. The ailerons on 
the upper wing were eliminated and, on the lower wing, they 
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Below, wreckage of no. 13220, ‘4’, bearing the old insignia of 
SPA 93. (Jean-Claude Soumille coll.)

Nieuport-Delage Ni-D 29C1 no. 13220, 7th Escadrille (SPA 93), 
33rd RAM, Mainz, 1925 (10th Escadrille as from 1927; 

3rd Escadrille, 1st GC, 1st RAC at Thionville up to 1924).

This Ni-D 29C1 no. 12625 of the 5th Escadrille, 33rd RAC bears the Condor insignia of SPA 37. (Jean-Claude Soumille coll.)
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Ni-D 29 no. 85 of the 
9th Escadrille de Chasse. (José 
Fernandez coll.)

SABCA Ni-D 29C-1 no. 85 of the 
9th Escadrille de Chasse.
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M.29 of 74th Squadriglia, 
Lonate Pozzolo, 1925.

M.29 of 91st Squadriglia, 
Ciampino, 1925-1926.
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No. 611 carrying a variant of experimental 
nationality markings tried out between 1925 
and 1926. (Mikael Forslund coll.)

J2 no. 619, Flygkompaniet, wearing identification 
markings on the wings and fuselage as used in the 

August 1926 air defence exercises.

No. 611 carrying a variant of experimental nationality markings 
tried out between 1925 and 1926. (Mikael Forslund coll.)

J2 no. 611, Flygkompaniet, Swedish Army, carrying experimental 
variations in nationality markings tried out in 1925 and 1926. 
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Ko-4 ‘660’ having its engine started by a Hucks starter. (DR)

Nakajima Ko-4 no. 661.

A Japanese Ko-4 bearing the number ‘661’ on its fuselage.

A Hucks starter being used to fire up a Japanese Ni-D 29; the 
rudder carries the complete French inscription. (DR)
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Ni-D 622 of the 6th Escadrille, 34th Régiment Mixte d’Aviation based at Le Bourget. The insignia is that of SPA 48, the arms 
of the City of Paris are on the fin and there are six white bands on the tailplane. (SHAA)

apart from their engines. Their performances would turn out 
to be lower than the Ni-D 42. They were also entered into 
the competition and were classed tenth (Ni-D 44) and fifth 
(Ni-D 46) among the finalists.

The first series production Ni-D 42 was therefore no. 5, 
fitted with an Hispano-Suiza 12 Hb engine and carrying the 
civil registration F-AHDQ. Flown by Fernand Lasne, it beat 
a number of world records. On 29 August 1925, it beat the 
world record for speed over a distance of 1,000 km. at 248.35 
km/h. On 1 September, the record for carrying loads of 250 
kg and 500 kg over a distance of 500 km in a closed circuit 
were beaten at a speed of 249.62 km/h and on 12 September, 

the records for 1,500 km and 2,000 km were broken at 218.83 
km/h. The records for 100 km and 200 km over a closed circuit 
with loads of 250 and 500 kg were gained on 7 October at 
speeds of 281 and 279.72 km/h respectively.

All of these records strengthened the international image 
of the Ni-D 42. In September 1925, even though the decision 
in favour of the new fighter had not yet been taken, Nieuport-
Astra received a final order for the Ni-D 29, an aircraft conceived 
during the First World War.

The first order for the Ni-D 42 arrived on 4 December 
1925 but, for budgetary reasons, it was confined to two air-
craft. These were the aircraft which had already been built. 

Le Bourget, 1931. Ni-D 62 of the 7th Escadrille , 34th Régiment d’Aviation Mixte. 
They bear the ‘grim reaper’ insignia on the fuselage. Like all the aircraft of this regi-
ment based at Le Bourget, they carry the arms of the City of Paris on the fin. (SHAA)

Ni-D 62 s/n 96 of the 34th Régiment Mixte at Le Bourget.
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with Grupo 23. The others were chased as far as Zaragoza 
where he took the opportunity to machine-gun enemy troop 
concentrations found in the center of the city on the Paseo de 
la Independencia. This man’s exploits were not yet over, for 
he transformed his Nieuport into a dive bomber, mounting 
light bomb racks under the small airfoil between the wheels 
to eliminate very well protected machine gun nests. One day 
at Huesca, after a machine gun pass at enemy Breguets parked 

on the runway, he made a superb three-point landing to run 
the length of the field to find its defences, enabling him to fire 
on them even better in the following minutes. At Sariñena, as 
at Madrid, the first Republican losses had nothing to do with 
combat - on 10 August, a storm seriously damaged two Breguets, 
a Vickers, a Caudron Luciole, a Potez 43 and a Nieuport which 
was undergoing repairs in the open and which ended up on its 
back some 20 meters away from its parking place.

The sole Spanish Ni-D 42. This was the 
demonstration aircraft, later integrated 

into the trials squadron at Cuatro Vientos. 
The letter “Z” indicates this unit, while the 
number ‘2’ signifies the second aircraft in 
it. ‘Z-2’ retaining its original French green 

finish.
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‘3-59’ with the Escadrilla Malraux on Tabernas (Almeria) airfield at the beginning of January 1937. It was then operating on the 
Southern front. (José Fernandez coll.)

The date on which Republican aircraft, including Nieuports, 
were given some kind of camouflage is not recorded, but it was 
probably not before October and it tended to imitate the cryp-
tic Italian pattern. New aircraft or those coming from a major 
service were the first to be painted or repainted, initially with 
irregular green spots over the bare metal fuselage and later over 
a base color on which experts are unable to agree. Ochre or 
pale green, it could well have been either since the mechanics 
who had to do the work, faced with an order which was at the 
same time strict and vague, made use of what they had avail-
able. Group insignia were of course eliminated. Ironically, the 
Nieuports were camouflaged in this way, even though they were 

virtually no longer of any use. Once withdrawn from the first 
and second line inventory, the Nieuports sent to pilot train-
ing schools were allocated letters which were painted on the 
fuselage in an order which seemed to have no logic other than 
that of their moment of arrival and irrespective of their type 
or unit origin. At least one aircraft received an almost perfect 
cryptic camouflage but without the red bands - given that it 
was to remain on the ground, there was no need for them. In 
late spring of 1937, the Nieuports were given the official code 
CN (for Caza Nieuport) which was diversely applied during 
a major service. CN-002 is recorded. At the end of the conflict, 
no Nieuports were left in flying condition.

Hispano-Nieuport 52, s/n 3-69 of the Escadrilla España based at Pabernas 
(Malaga) in June 1937. The upper surfaces have been camouflaged. Aircraft with 

modified windscreen.
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